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What Students Should Aim For When Being Judged at 
the Quinte Regional Science & Technology Fair 
 
 
1. Understanding of the Project 
 
Judges look for whether the student truly understands their work. 

• Can they explain their question or problem clearly? 
• Do they understand the science behind their topic? 
• Can they describe what they did and why they did it? 
• Do they show ownership (not a parent-built project)? 

Tip for students: Explain your project as if you’re teaching someone new. Avoid memorized scripts. 
 
2. Scientific Thought or Engineering Design 
 
Depending on the project type: 
Scientific Inquiry 

• Clear hypothesis or research question 
• Logical experiment design 
• Controlled variables 
• Accurate data collection 
• Evidence-based conclusions 

Engineering / Innovation 
• Clear problem definition 
• Brainstorming and design alternatives 
• Prototyping and testing 
• Iteration and improvement 
• Practicality and creativity of the solution 

Tip: Judges love seeing iterations, even if early versions failed. 
 
3. Creativity & Originality 
 
Students don’t need a brand-new invention—just something that shows their own thinking. 

• A new twist on a known idea 
• A creative method or approach 
• A unique question inspired by real life 

Tip: Explain why you chose this project. Personal motivation matters. 
 
4. Quality of Data & Analysis 
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Judges look for: 

• Enough data to support conclusions 
• Honest reporting (including mistakes) 
• Graphs, charts, or tables that make sense 
• Clear explanation of what the results mean 

Tip: If results didn’t match the hypothesis, that’s still good science. Explain why. 
 
5. Communication Skills 
 
This is a major scoring area. 

• Clear, confident verbal explanation 
• Ability to answer questions thoughtfully 
• Organized project board 
• Logical flow from question → method → results → conclusion 

Tip: Practice explaining your project in 2 minutes, then in 5 minutes. 
 
6. Display & Organization 
 
Judges don’t score “prettiness,” but they do score clarity. 

• Easy-to-read headings 
• Clean layout 
• Photos of the process 
• Graphs that are labelled 
• No clutter or tiny text 

Tip: Your board should tell the story even when you’re not standing there. 
 
7. Safety & Ethics 
 
Judges check: 

• Safe experimental procedures 
• Proper handling of chemicals, tools, or biological materials 
• Ethical treatment of animals 
• No dangerous or prohibited materials 

Tip: If safety rules affected your design, mention it. Judges appreciate responsible choices. 
 
8. Effort, Perseverance & Learning 
Judges value: 

• Time invested 
• Challenges overcome 
• What the student learned 
• How the project changed from start to finish 
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Tip: A project journal—even a simple notebook—impresses judges. 
 
What Impresses Judges Most 

• Students who are genuinely excited about their topic 
• Students who can explain why their project matters 
• Students who show curiosity, not perfection 
• Students who think independently and reflect on mistakes 
• Students who connect their project to real-world problems 

 
Ready-to-Use Student Checklist  
 
Before the fair, ask yourself: 

• Can I explain my project clearly? 
• Do I understand the science or engineering behind it? 
• Did I collect real data and analyze it honestly? 
• Does my display tell the story? 
• Can I answer questions without memorizing? 
• Did I show creativity or original thinking? 
• Did I follow all safety rules? 
• Can I describe what I learned and what I’d improve next time? 
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